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FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


BALFOUR’S INQUIRY. 

A work with this title has just been issued 
from the press of George Davidson,Charlestown. 
Itis a large octavo volume of 448 pages, and is 
very handsomely printed upon good paper. The 
writer of this article, in the little leisure time 
which has been allotted him since the work 
came out, has perused it, with a high degree of 
pleasure and profit. The path in which the 
writer has travelled has notreceived the impress 
of frequent footsteps. It is in many respects 
new ; and this gives it additional interest. 

It appears by the account the author has 
heretofore given, that he was first led to doubt 
the truth of the doctrine of endless misery, by 
reading Professor Stuart’s Letters to Mr. (new 
Dr.) Channing. Mr. Balfour was much esteem- 
ed by his orthodox brethren ; and it would be 
strange if there were not some things, which 
would have prevailed over a man of flexible 
principles, to excite a prejudice in favour of 
the doctrine of endless misery. The following 
extract from his work will be appropriate in| 
this place. “ How far I am correct,” says he, 
“my readers must judg for themselves. I 
hope they will, on the one hand guard against | 
receiving my error, if it be one, and en the! 
other, beware of rejecting my view, if true, from 
prejudices of education. Under the influences | 
of these prejudices, I began to examine this sub- 
ject, and have been obliged to relinquish my 
former views of Gehenna, from the force of the 
evidence I have already stated, and which I 
have yet toadduce on this subject.” We here 
see what we seldom see—a man of learning, 
piety, respectability, surrounded by his ortho-| 
dlox friends, with whom he had formed the 
most endearing associations, and whose affec- 
tion for him, we trust, has not decreased ; we 
see this man brought to doubt the truth of a doc-| 
And we see 








trine he has advocated for years. 
him sit down with the determination of know-) 
ing, if possible, whether he has long advocated 
truth or falsehood. Every thing conspires to 
induce him to give every argument brought in| 
‘tefence of the doctrine of punishment in the | 
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future state its greatest weight ; and allow no 
argument in favour of the opposite doctrine 
more influence upon his mind, than it justly 
deserved. We see his prejudices in array 
against him. He says, in a communication to 
a correspondent published before the Inquiry, 
“Thad formerly believed that Universal Salva- 
tion wasa very perniciouserror: Until I, there- 
fore, had seen sufficient evidence to convince 
me, that I was mistaken, it would ill becomea 
candid inquirer after Truth, not touseall proper 
means to avoid (believing) it.” “On the other 
hand,” says he, « I was not using means merely 
toavoid this, if it was an error, but was also 
using means to ascertain if this might not be 
true ; and that [had formerly been mistaken.” 
We have seen this man’s prejudices run so high, 
as to induce him to say, “ i fear thatif Laman 
honest man, I must be an Universalist.” After 
all, we have seen him pursue his inquiry until 
he was convinced that the doctvine he had 
before advocated was false. But now comes 
what would have been the bitterest part for 
some people, he avows his convictions to his 
congregation and the world, He Says in the 
Inquiry, after having written at length concern- 
ing Matt. x. 28, and given his reasons for not 
believing that by Gehenna was meant a place 
of misery in the future state, “ with such evi- 
dence pressing on my mind, how could I do 
otherwise than honestly avow the convictions 
which this evidence has produced, without vio- 
lating my conscience,and forfeiting all claims 
to an honest-minded man?” 

We here have an instance of what force of 
evidence will do with a man of princ® le. 
Who will not say that Mr. Balfour began his 
Inquiry under circumstanses disadvantageous 
to Universalism? Who will say that he believed 
without evidence ? Who can say that he did 
not give every objection to it the fullest con- 
sideration, and every argument against it, its 
greatest weight? No pecuniary views could 
have the least influence to make him an Uni- 
versalist. We must regard lis conversion as 
a triumph of principle. 

The Inquiry which Mr, Balfour has published 
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consists of two chapters, divided intoa number 
In the first section of the first 


chapter all those passages of scripture are eon- 


of sections, 


sidered, in whieh the Hebrew word Sheol oceurs, 
which is rendered, in the common version, pits 
grave, and hell, Uis here distinetly shown, 
by a variety of clear and striking arguments, 
that Sheol had no reference toa place of pun- 
ishinent ina future state, We should be happy 
to quote many of (hese arguments in this place, 
bat we hope the readers of the Magazine will 
all avail themselves of the privilege of reading 
the work. Tn this part of his inquiry, he says, 
“another fact, equally certain is, that not only 
are the words efornal, everlasting, or for ever, 
omitted in speaking of Sheol, or hell, but this 
place isnot spoken aboutas a place of misery, 
at all. 


or hell, in net one of (he passages, is it de 


Whether Sheol istranslated pit, prave, 


scribed asa place of misery or punishment for 
the wicked, orforany one else. Before there 
need be any dispute, whether the punishment 
in this place is fo be of eternal duration, we 
have got first to prove, that if tsa place of pun- 
ishment.”” 

The next section of this « Wapter is devoted 
to the consideration of all the passages of serip- 
This 


werd answers to the Hebrew word Sheol, In 


ture in which the word /fades occurs, 


translating Sheol, the LAN have almost inva. 
riably used Hades. Mades occurs just eleven 
times inthe New Vestament, and is rendered, 
in the common version, once grave, and ten 
times hell, Mer. Ballour contends that this 
word originally had no reference to a place 
of future fomment. the account of the rich 
manin Luke xvi, 23, he contends is a parabolic 
represenfadion, He admits that our Lord 
might here allude to what he calls the heathen 
notion of pumshiment after death, but not to 
recognise ais notion as truth, any more than 
he recognised the god mammon, when he 


sai, aa \ © cannot serve God and mammon -or 





Which Mades occurs, Mi. Do save, *Phese are 
all the passages in whieh the New ‘Pestament 
Writers use, .e word Aedes, and whieh is once 
translated grave, and ten times hell in the 
common version, We think all must admit 
that it ia never used to express a place of end. 
less misery ; and some evidence has been 
given that it is never used to express a place 
of punishment ofany kind.” 
( Concluded tn vir net.) 
—- 
FOR THE MESSENGER OF PRAGCR, 
SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES, 

© These were more noble than those of Thessaloniea, in 

that they received the word with ali readiness of mind, 

and searched the seriptures darly whethe thone things 

were so.” Acts xvii. V1, 

Paul, engaged in the labours of the gospel 
ministry, despising all persecution, and willing 
fo encounter all opposition for the furtherance 
of the glorious cause whieh he had espoused, 
was continually travelling and preaching the 
word. Tn his journeving he arrived at Thessa 
lonicas where on three Sabbath lays he reasoned 
with them out of the seriptures., In this place 
he experienced much opposition from the un 
believing Jews, who gathered a company, and 
set all the city in) an uproar, erving, © These 
that have turned the world upside down are 
come hither alse.’ 

Leaving Thessaloniea the apostle passed on 
fo Berea, where the people ™ received the word 
with all readiness of mind, and searched the 
scriptures daily, whether those things were 
so”? Paul therefore considers the Bereans as 
acting more nobly than those of Thessalonica, 
There are two vreat errors inte which mankind 
run, that are very detrimental to the progress 
of rational religion and true piety and devotion, 
The one is, a readiness to receive, and believe 
whatever they may hear, or whatever attracts 
theivattention without the least examination 
of the merits of the subject, or search into the 


Paxl the doctrine of witcheraft, when he said | truth of whatis offered them; and the other is, 


«OO foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched 


you :° 


| NOX be ; 
a determination, looppose every thing that does 
or any more than we, when we say,such |not agree with their previously conceived opin. 


an one has got St. Anthony's five, another St./ions, without stopping to inquire whether their 


> . . . ) . . 
Viia’s dance, recognise the tnfivence of these /own views are right or wrong, 


Thev are de- 


. . . . ' i . . , : 
saints in producing these disorders. He con-) termined in their own minds that what they 


tends that the Jews gottheir notion of future 


‘have believed isthe Truth, and they, therefore, 


punishment trem the heathen, in proof of; oppose every thing else without the least ex- 


wich he adduces a luminous quotation from 
Dr. Campbell, in the third section of this 


chapter. After considering all the passages in} 





amination. Such was the situation of the Jews. 
Believing themselves to be the peculiar people 


of God, and the doctrine they had been taught 
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the teoth of heaven, they strenuously opposed 
every thing that varied in the least degree trom 
their traditions and consequently, reyected the 
Messiah and refised his word of lite. 

These errors are equally pernicious, and 
destrietive of the happiness and peace of man, 
He, that is disposed to believe every thing he 
hears without investigation, is easily made the 
dupe ofthe cunning and designing, and led 
info the belief of the most absurd and contra- 
dictory sentiments, This pasy fo make the man 
a wild fanatic and enthusiagt, whose credulity 
leads him to believe whatever he hears, and to 
iu the 


other hand, he that ie determined to Oppose 


consider himeelfas divinely inspired, 


every thing which is not in immediate concor 
dance with hiaown views and sentiments, or, 
is called by some other name than that which 
he has adopted, without examination, or in 
quiring into the trath or correctness of that 
which he opposes, is prepared for the commis: 
sion ofthe mostiniquitous deeds; he is, as like- 
ly to oppose the Prurn, as to withstand error, 
and to fieht awainst God, as to contend with the 
enemy of oodliness, 

No person professing the ehristion religion 
will be disposed to dofend the conduet of those 


it) Thessalonien, whe violently assaulted thi 


apostle ane raised a mob fo drive hin out of 


theircity ; pos easineenertheran tmelnmation te 
hear the word, or a disposition fo search the 
wi riptures ty see whether the things preached 
by the apostle were soornot, Be far from jus 
til yin the conduct of the Thessalonians, chris 
tians, in general, are ready to condemn them 
for the lnpropriety of them conduct; im doing 
thia, they, however, condemn themselves, as 
they are wuilty of ihe same conduct. Tlow 
often has it been the case, that those who have 
embraced a peculiar sentiment, and have as- 
sumed a particular ny me, have opposed, with the 
utmost violence, they who have dared to ex- 
press a different opinion, or to call themselves 
by another name, and this, without toquiring, 
whether those things were so or not. ‘The 
opposition which Lurnenand Carvin and their 
adherents met with, furnishes proof of the above 
assertion. Protestants, who have enlisted un- 
der the banner of either of these reformists, are 
ready tu express their indignation at the vio- 
lent opposition and bitter persecutions they 
experienced in consequence of daring to search 
the scriptures, and freely declaring their opin- 
ions predicated, in their belief,on the testimony 
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ofthe divine word. Protestants are alsu pere 
suaded that the ductrines whieh they believe, 
are duly supported by the seviptures, and that 
by careful investigation the Roman Catholic 
musthe convineed of the same, they therefore 
condeuin that Digoted spirit existing in’ the 
Romish chureh, whieh caused ite adherents to 
pursue with lire and sword, the duneeon and 
the gibbet all who dared to express their belief 
in ductrines not received by that church, with- 
out wiving themselves the trouble to iqquare, 
whether the scriptures gave countenance and 
support to (hat doctrine which they rejected as 
heresy. 

ut while the followers of Luther and Cal. 
vin have been liberalin their charges of incon. 
sistency on the part of the Romish chureh in 
opposing the reformation, they, themselves, 
have been guilty of the same improper and in- 
consistent conduct, ‘They lave ever opposed 
with the same bitterness all who differed fram 
fhem in sentiment, or presumed to exercise the 
rightol thinking for themselves in fhatiers of 
religion. The hue and ery of heresy has ever 
been raised without examining the merite of 
the case, orinquirting whether the sentiments 
vivaneced were consistent with the scriplures, 
bothe truth of this taet our Dib ptist and Me. 
thodiet brethren ean testify,having exper enced 
Wiis opposition, persecutionand slander he aped 
npon them by those who had pre suinptuously 
tleclared them to be fanatics and decoerer 
without inquiry, and whe zealo sly gathered 
torether wureat ¢ OMDAnY whenin their power, 
to oppose them, destroy their influence and 
root out ther doctrine. 

Into the same errors have our Baptist and 
With the same blind 
zeal which urged they of Thessalonica,to OPPOSE 
the preaching of the apostle, the Romish church 


Methodist brethren run. 


to persecute Luther, Calvin and their follow- 
ers, and the first sectarians among the reform- 
ists to oppose and destroy those who differed 
fromthem in opinion, have the latter exerted 
themselves with a zeal worthy a better cause 
to run down, persecute and destroy those, who 
have embraced the doctrine of Universal Sal- 
vation, and who, conscientiously believing it 
to be the goapel of Christ, have felt it their im- 
perious duty to preach the good tidings of great 


joy to all people; and this opposition is made 


by men, who possess the same prejudices as 
those possessed whom they eadily condemn 
and by men who will, neither receive the word. 
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or search the scriptures any more, than theyof|all gloomy thoughts and diffuse an agreeable 
Thessalonica. The Saviour directed the Jews} calm over the soul ; and that it might, at pro- 
fo search the scriptures, and Paul exhorts us| per times animate their devotion, and inspire 
to “ prove all things,” and to hold fast that|them with the greater ardour and zeal in their 
which isgood. ‘fo comply with these direc-| worship of the Creator. The ancients, we 
tions, we must, ever, be willing to receive, or] find, hada particular regard for those who ex- 
in other words to hear what can be said on the | celled in this science,they reckoned it amongst 
all important subject of religion, let it come] the accomplishments of their greatest heroes ; 
from whatsoever quarter it may, orunderwhat}and history informs us, that Epaminondas 
namneitwill. We are not obliged to believe all] was almost as much esteemed for his skill in 
we hear, let it be delivered ever so eloquently,| music, as his knowledge in military affairs. 
nor are we called upon to yield implicit faith) The Greeks relate, that Orpheus and Amphion 
in what may be told us. ‘The Bereans were by its wonderful effects, drew after them the 
called noble, not because they received with] beasts of the forest; which story, according to 
readiness of mind what the apostle preached,| the most consistent interpretation that has 
but that they also, on hearing the doctrine, been given of it signifies, that they subdued 
brought it to the test of the scriptures,searching| the savage dispositions of a barbarous people, 
them daily, and from them deriving evidence,| who lived in caves in the woods and deserts ; 
as to the truth of what the apostle asserted./and, by representing to them, in their songs 
The Bereans then acted not only nonorasry,| the advantages of society, persuaded them to 
but wrsEzy, and took a course well calculated | build cities, and form a community. It is 
to lead them to the knowledge of the truth ; a! certain, that there is no temper so fierce and 
course, which ought to be pursued by all men, brutish but what music, if properly applied, 
and which will be adopted by all those who leve}can civilize and soften. It is admirably adap- 
ted tosuppress our turbulent passions, and 





the truth as it is in Jesus, who seek the glory 
of their God, and desire the happiness of their} appease the tumults and disorders of the mind. 
We read that several ancient heroes and phi- 
losophers made use oftheir lyres for this pur- 
pose; sothat, when they found themselves 
| like to be carried away by any violent trans- 
On the Power of Sound; or, the Influence of Melody port, beyond the bounds of reason, they 

over the Human Heart; calculated for the Advance-|/tuned their instruments to proper notes,which 
caused their passions to subside by degrees,and 


fellow men. 
EE ——— 


SELECTED 


FROM THE COLUMBIA MAGAZINE, 


ment of Public Religion. 

There is a certain depression at timesdwel-|at length left them in perfect tranquillity. But 
ling upon the mind, which nothing in nature; the most proper use that can be made of it is, 
can explain; we seem quite absorbed in thought} to employ it in acts of piety and devotion; as 
without even acause for the occasion. Under!it has a natural tendency to heighten our affec- 
such a lethargy-of temper, how happy could] tions and enlarge the soul. It raises noble 
we be to meet with redress ; or,that a something | ideas in the mind of the hearer, and fills it with 
would insensibly steal in upon the soul, and | great conceptions. Itstrengthensdevotion,and 
awaken her into activity. ‘That sound has!advances praise into rapture. It lengthens 
naturally a power over us, may be observed ‘out every act of worship, and produces more 
from children ; their imagination is strongly| lasting and permanent impressions in the mind, 
affected with it, and according as the notes or|than those which accompany any transient 
tones ofa person or instrument are varied, so| form of words that are uttered in the ordinary 





they strike upon their particular fancies — 
The original invention of musical instruments 
is ascribed to Jubal, whose name is early re- 
corded in the book of Genesis ; and it seems 
to be a great instance of the Almighty’s good- 
ness and indulgence to mankind, that he in- 
structed them so soon to find out so useful an 
art,inorder that it might raise and refresh 
their spirits after the fatigues of the day, dispel 








method of any religious worship.. Even the 
very heathens ordained, that upon every solemn 
occasion, the gods should be addressed in 
hymns, accompanied with music ; and the eter- 
nal God himself, by the mouth ef Moses, com- 
mands the Israelites,“ In the days of your 
gladness, and in your solemn days, and in the 
beginnings of your months, ye shall blow with 
the trumpets over your burnt offerings, and 
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the sacrifices of your peace offerings, that they 
may be to you for a memorial before your 


Giod.”’ 


(Concluded in our nest ) 





PAcssenger of Peace. 
HUDSON, SATURDAY, MARCH 27, 1824. 
. . ee] 
A CRITICAL EXAMINATION 
Of the FIVE POINTS of ARMINIANIS™, or principle te- 
vets embraced by those commonly called METHODISTs. 
AnvicLet. God, fromall eternity, determi- 
ned to bestow salvation on those whom he 
yorESAW would persevere unto the end; and 
to inflict everlasting punishment on those 
who should continue in unbelief, and resist 
his divine succors ; so that election was con- 





2) ate 





ditional, and reprobation, in like manner, the 

result of foreseen infidelity, and persevering 

wickedness.” 

‘Thists,what is called conprrTIONAL ELECTION. 
On the first view of this statement we are 
led to suppose, that the eLEcrion unto sal- 
vation rests onthe partof the creature, who, 
by doing good, initiates himself inte the 
divine favor and into the enjoyment of gos- 
pel grace, and this supposition is strength- 
ned on the perusal of the second statement 
which reads thus: 
Axr.u. “Jesus Christ, by his sufferings and 

death, made an atonement for the sins of all 
mankind in general, and of every individual 
in particular ; that, however, none but those 
that believe in him can be partakers of the 
divine benefits.” 

‘Vhe sentiments expressed in these two arti- 
cles, appear plausiule, and more 
nial with the character of God as exhibited 
in the scriptures, than the Calvinistic doc- 
trine of unconditional eLxcrion and reproba- 


conge- 


tion, and, therefore many good hearted 
benevolent minded people, who could not 


receive the irrational idea that God had crea- 


misery,have embraced them,yet I fear they have 
embraced those sentiments without exami- 
ning them enough to discover, that there is 
not in reality, that difference which there 
appears to be. It would be well for them to 
notice, that according to the first arrtoLe 
God, “ from all eternity,” ¥roresaw, who 
would be righteous and who would be wick- 
ed, and this was perfectly foreknown before 





the heavens and the earth were created or 





made. ‘this knowledge then must have 
rested on the known constitution of> the 
creature. and the modification of the moral 
powers yet tobe given, which, in their opera- 
tion, would be effective of good orevil. ‘hat 
God did know the use man would make of 
these powers, and the ultimate end of man 
in consequence of this use, is fuily acknow- 
ledged in the articles before us. Lf, there- 
fore, the Almighty did, possessed of this 
knowledge, form man and give into his pos- 
session these powers with the capacity of 
using them to his eternal ruin, it must be 
granted, that it was congenial with the will 
and purposes of God, that a portion of his 
intelligent offsprings should thus perish. 

To suppose, then, that the all-wise Creator 
did give man an existence with a gracious 
design, that he should be blessed in the en- 
joyment of his God forever, and yet, give 
him the possession of powers which he posi- 
tively knew he would use to render abortive 
his gracious and benevolent designs, embra- 
ces in itself an inconsistency. 

In these statements, the idea is endeavored 
to be conveyed, that the systei of election is 
founded on the good or evil conduct of man, 
which must consequently suppdse man to 
possess the powerand ability of acting in, 
and of himself without the aid,direction and 
influence of the Holy Spwit. But this is 
completely and entirely refuted by the third 
article which declares: 

Arr. ut “ That true faith cannot proceed 
from the exercise of our NATURAL FACULTIES 
and powens, ner from the force and opera- 
tion of free will;’? the reason is given why, 
“ since man, in consequence of his natural 
corruption, is incapable of thinking or doing 
any good thing ; and that, therefore, it is 
necessary, in order to his conversion and 
salvation, that he be REGENERATED and RE- 
nEWeD by the operation of the Holy Ghost, 
which is the cirr of Gop through Jesus 
Christ.” Again itis stated in, 

Art.iv. “ That this divine grace or ener- 
gy of the Holy Ghost begins and perfects 
every thing that can be called good in man, 
and consequently, all good works are to be 
attributed to God alone.” 

In the third article is found a similarity of 
sentiment with that embraced by Calvinists, 
viz. “ A corruption so total, as incapacitates 
the creature to think or do any thing good, 
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and renders him totally dependent en God 
for the power to do good, so completely so, 
that all the good he ever does, is to be attri- 
buted to God. This corruption must have 
been fully known to the Most High, who 
must, also, have foreseen the inability to 
think, much less to do good, without his 
assistance ; all this is acknowledged and 
vet weare told, that, “God from all eternity 
did determine to bestow salvation on those 
whom he foresaw would persevere unto the 
end.” And thisis called unconditional elec- 
tion. But mark, First,it is declared thatfrom 
the corruption of man, heis incapable ofthink- 
ing or doing any thing good without the 
energies of God’s spirit; not only, in making 
him good, but enabling hiw to persevere in 
that good; so that all good-is to be attributed 
to God. 

Secondly, “God from all eternity, elected 
man on the condition of being good and obey- 
ing the gospel,” which could not be done but 
byhis own divine agency. Canany thing be 
more inconsistent? It is declaring, that God, 
from all eternity, determined, conditionally, 
to do a thing, the fulfilment of which condi- 
tions rested altogether with himself, or in 
other words, God determined to save man, 
if man would be righteous, knowing man 
could not be righteous unless he made him 
so. As therefore, the righteousness ofman, 
depends on the sanctifying energy and in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit, and its efficacious 
operation depends on the will of God, if any 
are eternally miserable, the Almighty must, 
from all eternity, have determined it. This 
conclusion is unavoidable, it is useless to tell of 
free-will or agency, when it is said, that “ true 
faith cannot proceed from the force or opera- 
tions of free-will,”? which sentence, if it mean, 
or expresses any thing, is, that if a man ever so 
freely witts to have true faith he cannot have it, 
unless God is pleased to regenerate and renew 
him by the operations of his Holy spirit. 

(Lo be continued.) 
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‘¢ For where your treasure is,there will your heart be also”. 
Matt. vi. 21. 

The truth of the above declaration of the Sa- 

viour, is demonstrated by daily experience. If 

aman has made corp his “God, worships the 

shining metal as a treasure more valuable than 

any thing else; then are all the desires of his 


heart fixed on this subject, and all the powers 
of his mind are exercised in devising means to 
obtain it. If monor is the treasure which at- 
tracts the attention and is considered as the 
“ one thing needful” every thing else will be 
forgotten, or neglected, that does not form a 
step on which we can ascend to the height of 
our ambition ; and we toil, with unceasing vigi- 
lance in the Cabinet or in the Field, to obtain 
the gratification of our wishes. If some object, 
possessing external beauty, or internal worth, 
has called forth our affections, and by amiable- 
ness of disposition, loveliness of manners, or 
beauty of person, formed, in our view a treasure 
worth possessing, a treasure that will yield us 
joy and peace, comfort and consolation, and 
be to us a blessing through life ; on this object 
will our hearts be placed and all our desires 
and wishes will center in that treasure ; without 
it, society will loose,in our estimation, all its 
charms, and the pleasures of the world their fas- 
cinating power. When our agétention is direct- 
ed from the things of time and sense, and the 
God and Father of our spirits becomes the ob- 
ject of our affections, and heaven and endless 
felicity the treasure which we prize, then will 
our hearts desire reach to heaven where our 
treasure is, and the holiness, and happiness of 
tthe place will occupy all our wishes. If we 
love Religion and its moral virtues, if it is a 
precious treasure, “a sovereign balm for every 
wound”’—then as lovers of Religion, we shall 
delight in observing its precepts and obeying 
its requisitions, it willbe our meat and drink 
to do the will of ourheaventy Father. The 
above observations being considered correct,we 
present the following QUERY to the considera- 
tion of those who oppose the doctrine of Uni- 
sal Salvation. Where has that man laid up his 
treasure, and, on what are the affections of his 
heart placed, who says, “ That if he believed 
that it was the determinate will of God, to save 
all mankind, he would give the reigns to every 
base passion and indulge in all manner of ini- 
quity. Can this man’s treasure, or his heart 
be in heaven ? Can he be a lover of holiness. ? 
On you, who are so fond of telling what ye 
would do, if you believed in the universal love 
of God, we wait for the answer. 


aah itgats 
THE FORCE OF EDUCATION. 

I now come to make it evident, that man- 

kind universally, according to the Scriptures, 





shall, in the final result of things, be happy. 
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And [ am in nostrait here for want of forcible 
arguments, as those may be ready to imagine, 
who have been accustomed to read the Bible 
under a strong bias in favour of contrary prin- 
ciples. This was the manner, I freely own, 
in which I formerly read the sacred Scriptures: 
nor could I, for a while, without considerable 
difficulty, consult them upon the present point 
unrestrained from previously imbibed senti- 
ments: It was with care and pains that I 
brought myself so far to suspect the truth of 
common doctrines, as to be able, with tolerable 
freedom of mind, toinquire whether this had 
a just foundation in the word of God or not. 
But when I had once disengaged myself from 
the influence of former notions, so as to be able 
to look into the Scriptures with a readiness to 
receive whatever they should teach for truth, 
it was truly surprising to me, to find in them 
such evident traces of the doctrine I am now 
going to prove to bea revealed one. And in- 
deed the difficulty in this part of my subject is 
notso much to find good evidence, as to 
collect it together from various parts of the 
Bible, and arrange it in such order, as that the 
reader may easily haveaclear and distinct view 
of it, and be able, without perplexity, to judge 
upon it in its full and united force. 
Chauncey. 
wrasiitiinitiie 
EXTRACTS AND REFLECTIONS 


On the English words Eternal, Everlasting, Forever 
and ever 
The words EVERLASTING, ETERNAL, and FOREVER 
and EVER, frequently occur in the scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments, and are sometimes applied 
to punishment. The advocates of endless misery, 
place much dependance onthe common use that has 
been made of these words, which have been considered 
as signifying endless duration, and they, therefore, 
labour with much zeal, to keep up the belief that these 
words do strictly and properly signify endless continu- 
ance, or ever existing. ‘To remove those wrong 
impressions which exist on the mind, as to the meaning 
of those words, and to give the unlearned weader some 
just idea of the manner in which they were used by 
ancient writers ; we present them with the following 
extracts from the writings of Dr. Stonehouse who was 
considered as a man of learning and piety, an excel- 
ent linguist, well versed in the ancient languages. 
SECTION I. 
The word olem, its meaning and force. 
The word olem (or owlem) which the Sep- 
tuagint translate (wherever it respects time) 
by the Greek word aion (and which translation 


scems to have been the occasion of the frequent 


use of that word aion afterward amongst the 
Greek christians) it is well known, is usually 
in our Old, as is also the word aion inour New 
Testament, rendered by the English words 
eternal, everlasting, and without end; but how 
justly, is the question in debate. 

This word olem, among the Hebrews, signi- 
fieth, asa verb, to hide, to conceal, to reserve 
in darkness and secrecy ; a8 a noun, uncertain, 
indefinite, undetermined, undeclared ; and con- 
sequently, applied toa person, it means an 
uncertain indeterminate person; and applied 
to time (its only use which at present concerns 
us) an indefinite, undeclared, though very long, 
time. 

The word aion among the Greeks signified 
in its genuine meaning, an age ; or so long as 
very old men live, a term of about an hundred 
years; yet sometimes the Greeks applied it to 
a much longer term than one hundred years, 
and sometimes toa shorter term: So that the 
word aion, corresponds tolerably with the word 
olem in its use, though not in its natural import ; 
for though won signifies, notas olem, hidden, 
covered, concealed, indefinite, unascertained, yet 
as applied to time it denotes, what is very like 
this,a long though undetermined portion or 
period of time. 

(To be continued.) 


FROM LOCKE ON THE HUMAN UNDERSTANDING, 


“But notwithstanding great noise is made 
in the world about errors and opinions, I must 
do mankind that right, as to say, there are not 
so many men inerrors, and wrong opinions, as 
is commonly supposed. Not that I think they 
embrace the truth; butindeed because concern - 
ing those doctrines they keep such a stir about, 
they have no thought, no opinion at all. Forif 
any one should a little catechize the greatest 
part of the Partizans of most of the sects in the 
world, he would not find, concerning those mat- 
ters they are so zealous for, that they have anv 
opinions of their own: much less would he 
have reason to think, that they took them upon 
the examination of arguments, and appearance 
of probability. ‘They are resolved to stick to a 
party that education or interest has engaged 
them in; and there, like the common soldiers 
of an army, shew their courage and warmth as 
their leaders direct, without ever examining, 
or so much as knowing the cause they conteud 


for. Ifa man’s life shews that he has no seri- 





|ous regard for religion; for what reason should 
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“we think, that he beats his head about the opin- 
ions of his chureh, and troubles himself to 
examine the grounds of this or that doctrine?’ 
It is enough for him to obey his leaders, to have 
his hand and his tongue ready for the support of 
the common cause, and thereby approve him- 
self to those who can give him credit, prefer- 
ment or protection in that society. ‘Thus men 
become professors of and combatants for those 
opinions they never were convinced of, nor 
Proselytes to; no, nor ever had so much as 
floating in their heads ; and tho’ one cannot say 
there are fewer improbable or erroneous opin- 
ions in the world than there are, yet this is cer- 
tain,there are fewer that actually assent to them 
and mistake them for truths, than is imagined. 

iiecdigueun 
THE OFFSPRING OF MERCY. 

When the Almighty was about to create 
man, he summoned before bim the angels of his 
attributes, the watchers of his dominion. ‘They 
stood in council around his hidden throne. 

« Create him not,” said the angel of justice ; 
“he will not be equitable to his brethren, he 
will oppress the weaker.” 

“Create him not,” said the angel of Peace; 
“he will manure the earth with human blood ; 
the first-born of his race will be the slayer of 
his brother.” 

« Create him not,” said the angel of Truth ; 
“he will defile thy sanctuary with falsehood, 
although thou shouldest stamp on his counte- 
nance thine image, the seal of confidence.” 

So spake the angels of the attributes of Je- 
hovah ; when Mercy, the youngest and dear- 
est child of the Eternal, arose, and clasping 
his knees, “ Create him, Father,” said she, 
‘in thy hkeness, the darling of thy loving- 
kindness. When all thy messengers forsake 
him, [ will seek and support him, and turn his 
faults to good. Because he is weak, I will in- 
cline his bowels to compassion, and his soul 
toatonement. When he departs from peace, 
from truth, from justice, the consequences of 
his wanderings shall deter him from repeating 
them,and shall gently lead him to amendment.” 

The Father of all gave ear, and created man, 
a weak, faltering being ; butin his faults the 
pupil of Mercy, the son of ever-active and me- 
liorating Love. 

Remember thine origin,O man! when thou 
art hard and unkind towards thy brother.— 
Mercy alone willed thee to be: Love and 





Pity suckled thee at their bosoms. 





POW RY. 
FROM THE GAZETTEER. 
FANATICISM. 
DETESTED monster, with malignant ire, 
Who fills the world with misery and woe, 


What guiltless victims to thy rage expire, 
What streams of tears and blood around thee flow '' 


oe tne mere 





Man’s dearest rights to liberty and laws, 
Are lost where’er thy hosts of harpies meet ; 
Heil’s fiercest demons labour in thy cause, 
And foes to reason bow before thy feet. 


Eternal hells within thy dark domains, 
With smoke and flame, delight thy bloated eyes; 
Where superstition throws around her chains; 
From other's pains thy greatest pleasures rise. 


What toils and treasures to appease thy frowns, 
The thoughtless millions have with pleasure given ; 
And pluck’d the choicest gems from virtue’s crowns, 
To gain thy smiles, or promises of Heaven. 


Fair science trembles when thy banners wave; 
ry’ 1 
(hy wolves and vultures all her works detace ; 
Thy tender mercies, colder than the grave, 
Allow but few to find a resting place. 


Look round the world, and ponder o’er each deed 
Of cruelty, that springs from anti-christian zeal ; 
The best of men upon the scaffold bleed, 
And wisest minds dare not their thoughts reveal. 


But, thanks to God, who rules our happy shores, 
Here oft the monster’s head dejected hangs ; 

Our charter’d rights, unfetter’d by its pow’rs, 
Withholds the deadly poison from its fangs. 


But in Columbia’s highly favour’d land, 
The pointed darts of calumny are hurld, 
With studied arm, from orthodoxy’s hand, 
Against the inquiring children of the world. 


To free the sacred fields from noxious weeds, 
What means does pious pomp and pride employ ; 
The warring spirits, to enforce their creeds, 
The fairest flowers and choicest plants destroy. 
CAROLUS. 
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MARRIED, 
On Sunday evening by the Rev. Mr. Carrique, Mr. 
JosErH Wuite to Miss BATHSHEBA Hammonp both 








of this City. 





Dicy, 
On Sunday the 21st, inst: in this City Mrs. Bornanp, 


consort of Mr. Samuel Borland. 
On the same day Mr. GeonGE CUNNINGHAM. 





** For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and 
this mortal must put on immortality.” 

**'Then shall be brought to pass the Saying that is writ- 
ten, Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
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